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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
oF 
LYRIC LOVELAUGH, COMEDIAN. 


CHAPTER I. 
“‘One man in his time plays many parts.’"—Shakspere. 


Of course I was born “ of poor but ho- 
nest parents,” as the lcxicographers have 
it. My father was the manager of a stroll- 
ing compeny, but dying before his only 
son, myself could run alone, I was left to 
the care of a relative (oh! my prophetic 
soul, my uncle!) who succeeded to the 
managerial throne, and my dear mother 
simultaneously. I am sorry to say, but 
truth will out, that so short was the inter- 
regnum between the death of my paternal 
relation and the marriage of my maternal 
one, that the “funeral baked meats served 
for the wedding dinner,” and Mrs. Wilhel- 
mina Lovelaugh, widow that was, became 
Mrs. Wilhelmina Portly, consort of Pere- 
grine Portly, manager of the Skeffington 
Theatre Royal, and owner of the North 
Down circuit. My birth having been pro- 
pitious, I was predestined for the stage, 
and as Master Lyric Lovelaugh became the 
star of the circuit. 

The auspicious entrance into the world 
to which 1 have alluded in the foregoing 
paragraph was the fact of my mother being 
taken in labour whilst performing the vir- 
gin of the sun, and bringing into this world 
of trouble and anxiety “‘a son and heir” 
being the ac‘s of that chaste and beautiful 
play. Never shall I forget—beg pardon, 
never shall I forget that I was told—I came 
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into, being at a most inconvenient time for 
the management. It was on the occasion 
of a bespeak night, and my mother, who 
performed in her maiden name, had never 
given the young bucks of Skeffington the 
least idea that she was “as ladies wish to 
be who love their lords ;” consequently, 
from my youth upwards I was treated with 
bitter cold neglect, and had my own wits 
only left me to supply the deficiences of 
parental solitude. 

My father-in-law was an Irish actor of 
facetious memory, but having taken liberty 
with another man’s wife in that part of the 
world which is “ first flower of the land, 
first gem of the sea,” he was compelled to 
change his cognomen and fly to England to 
avoid the consequences of his amours, It 
was his custom, when the Skeffington 
theatre Koya! closed, to get one or two of 
his best actors that could, like himself, play 
six or seven parts in every play, and visit 
the remaining house on my late: father’s 
circuit, where the novelty of dramatic 
dishes, however coarse the bill of fare 
sometimes so far operated as provocatives 
that my mother was enabled to jaunt it 
through the country towns in a “ von horse 





shay,” in the box of which, along with the 
properties, “the young Roscius,” alias 
Master Lyric Lovelaugh, was stowed, lest 
he should back out of the concern, or, im 
Mr. Portly’s own words, * cut his lucky.” 

Many a bitter oath have I taken to be re- 
venged for this purgatory, and now that I 
have arrived at man’s estate, to it is my 





pride to reflect that upon no one Occasion 
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havel violated that oath. It is necessary to 
observe that my mother was really a very 
beautiful woman, and old Portly had as 
great a propencity for seeing her well 
dressed as he had in keeping himself a 
sloven, While she moved in the travel- 
ling style of a lady, he sat by her side with 
a long beard, a little cut wig, under which 
his own hair of another colour, peeped out 
the length of four inches, a long napless 
coat dragging at his heels, and a pair of 
greasy leather small clothes. 

In this strange contradition of habit our 
family party stopped one night at the 
Crown and Seeptre, an inn in the village of 
Bawtry, which happened to be full. My 
father-in-law coud not get any of the 
people to wash the mire from the wheels 
of the chaise, and inhumanly compelled me 
half sleepy as I was to do the dangerous 
work ofthe ostler. My revenge was ro- 
mantic and I was afterwards thought san- 
guinary. Whilst rubbing away at the 
wheels I was joined by the stable boy, a 
young Irishman, who patting me on the 
head, said—* My darlint, you seem to be 
a swate creature, but why don’t you make 
that lazy serving man of your mother’s do 
the like of this? By Jasus, if he'll only 
come and lend a hand, whatever his misses 
gives me he shall have half of it.” 

Now this was the very thing for me. 
I dearly loved a joke and laughed outright 
at the idea of my father-in-law's being taken 
for my mother’s servant, and resolved to 
humour the joke. 

“Yes,” saidI, “all this is very kind 
on your part, but if I was to ask John to 
do such a thing he would give me a thresh- 
ing, and then tell my mother, his mistress, 
who would give me another,” 

“Oh! by my sowl,” continued the ostler 
what a creature that mother of your's is. 
Such a perfect beauty I never saw by day 
or night. Now may the devil fire my mo- 
ther’s eldest son, which is my brother or 
myself, but I’d sooner drive her for nothing 
than get a suffrin here, by driving a king 
every day of my life.” 

“You think her pretty?” I inquired— 
to speak the truth I think she is passable 
myself, and what is better she is one of the 
best tempered souls in the universe, but 
unfortunately, although she ismy mother 
and was the wife of my poor dear father, 
she has‘completely lost herself, and, in de- 


fiance of my injunctions to the contrary, 
even allows that ditty, lazy, vagabond of a 
servant sometimes to sleep with her !’’ 

* What!” exclaimed Pat, in dreadful as- 
tonishment,-— “‘arrah, you spalpeen, be 
aisy! Stuff, pooh, don’t be making a 
dickey-bird of your poor mother. Sleep 
wid a sarving man —he sleep wid her ?— 
yes, that’s a mighty fine joke. Isee what 
is yourmane. Agvrah, he sometimes falls 
asleep in the chaise, and so you make a 
story about it. Why, you ugly son of a 
tall Mary, I’m a mind to go and tell your 
mother what a pretty sort of a son she has 
got.” 

“ Nay,” said I, ‘* don’t do that, for John 
will give you a sound drubbing if you do, 
and I know he has made up his mind to 
sleep with her this very night.” 

Oh, be aisy, boy,” interrupted the in- 
credulous ostler, ** don’t be putting your 
blackguard tricks upon a body, but go and 
bid the sarving man help us wid yon tub 
of water. She slecp wid the like of him, 
och Jasus!” “I tell you she will,” I 
added: it was sett'ed and arranged aé they 
rode along. I over-eard the conversa- 
tion.” 

After this dialogue I went in, and found 
that my mother had taken her coffee and 
gone to bed much fatigued. Anxious to 
watch the working of the approaching 
storm, I slunk into the corner and found 
that the poor devil of an ostler had not 
only told all the servants but his mistress 
what I had declared, and consequently 
they were all determined to watch whether 
he went into my mother’s bed-chamber 
After my father had dispatched his last pot 
smoked out his last pipe, and asked for a 
candle, to go to bed, the landlady took one 
up and showed him into a little bed-room, 
which was appropriated for the use of 
serving men. . 

“Hark ye, good woman,” said he, 
this is very fine, but I don’t lodge here to 
night. \ hy the devil don’t you light me 
to Mrs. P.? 

** Come, my fine fellow,” said she, none 
of your canary tricks in respectable peoples 
houses ; go to bed like a christian, and in 
the morning I’ll tell your mistress how 
good you have been, 

“ You be d—d, old beldame,”’ said my 
father-in-law, getting into a tremendous 








rage, and snatching the candle out of the 
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landlady’s custody, reeled as well as he 
could into my mother’s apartment. 

Of what occurred subsequently I have 
no clear recollection, save and except that 
I began to be alarmed at the consequences 
of my frolic; when I heard the landlady 
bundled down three pairs of stairs, a loud 
screaming, and saw the landlord, waiter, 
cook, ostler. house servants, cum multus 
aliis, proceeding up stairs, with serenades 
of tongs, pokers, candlesticks, and sauce- 
pans, to the great alarm ofmy mother, who 
thought the house beset with robbers, 
whilst the whole party thundering away 
at her chamber door, and Mrs. Boniface 


Agnes Bary as Amina ; a fourth, Oaradori 
as Norma; a fifth displays the unrivalled 
British tenor revelling in Auber’s delight- 
ful ballad music; and to sum up each 
week there is a night of a host of German 
talent. Thus success o’ertops success, and 
Drury Lane keeps up its vigor and boldly 
challenges comparison for numbers as it 
did in the days of Brooke and seems de- 
termined to continue until that only great 
living actor returns to take his temporary 
farewell of a metropolitan audience. 


HAY MARKET. 





herself, from the landing place, called upon 
her better half to ‘turn the worthless 
hussey neck and crop out of doors.” But 
whether my poor mother was so served or 
not it will better become me to state in my 
next chapter. 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 





ROYAL ITALIAN OPERA. 

The re-appearance of Grisi is always 
the great event of the season; and this 
year there is additional excitement as it is 
announced as her farewell. Empress of 
the lyric stage for a period of nineteen 
years, during which time not once has her 
proud position been questioned, we cannot 
think of her retirement without some feel - 
ing of regret; for all her varied triumphs 
recur to us, and in Semiramedi, Lucrezia 
Borgia and Norma we shall never be re- 
conciled without her, she is and has been 
the brightest star of the two Italian thea- 
tres,—Her Majesty’s and Covent Garden. 
The performance on Thursday was fresh 
as ever—lofiy, powerful, beautiful. The 
house echoed and re-echoed with plaudits, 
and though she was admirably supported 
by Mdlle. Marai, Tamberlik,and Lablache 
still the one absorbing fact was Grisi’s 
last performance but two of the Druid 
priestess. 

ROYAL OPERA, DRURY LANE. 

The business here is’ still immense, and 
who can wonder, for there is something 
great each night. To cram one ‘house 
there is Formes as Caspar ; to crowd-a se- 
cond, Sim Reeves as Edgardo; a third, 


At this theatre the new comic drama of 
The Knights of the Round Table has proved 
exceedingly attractive. The scene in Lock- 
ett’s Coffee house, with Compton’s acting 
in the character of Smith, the dinner 
swindler, has made quite a sensation a- 
mongst all classes of play-goers. | Not to 
have seen it is an admission that few pre- 
tending to an acquaintance with the thea- 
tre care to acknowledge. 


STRAND. 


The management of this house has 
brought out a new drama entitled the 
Bleak House, or the Ghost's Walk, founded 
on Dicken’s celebrated work of that name. 
The part of Lady Dedlock was sustained 
by Mrs. Long, who made her first appear- 
ance at this theatre on Monday evening 
and whose performance throughout “was 
marked with -taste and feeling. In ‘the 
part of Tulkinghorn, the lawy er, wily and 
unscrupulous, Mr. William, who also made 
his first appearance was very successful. 
Poor Joe was one of the best characters in 
the piece, and found a most efficient repre- 
sentative in Miss Fanay Beaumont, who 
looked and acted the character of the un- 
fortunate outcast to the life. Miss Flite 
the victim of the chancery suit, the little old 
mad lady,with the crashed bonnet, who 
haunts the equity courts, was assigned o 
Miss Goward, who appeared at this thea- 
tre for the first time, and whose acting was 
deservedly applauded. Snagsby,. the sia- 
tioner, Mr. Warren ; Krook, a dealer in 
marine stores, Mr. Herbert; Bncket, a 





detective Mr. H. Butler ; Grandfather 
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Smallweed, the money-lender, Mr. C. 
Courtney; and Esther Summerson, Miss 
Emily Wharton, a recent acquisition to 
the board. Mr. Barry Sulavan has been 
engaged, and has made a most favourable 
impression in the character of Claude Mel- 
notte, 


SURREY. 

Miss Romer has commenced the English 
opera at this theatre. Robert the Devil 
has been done in a most efficient manner ; 
the company comprises Galer, Mr. Henry 
Drayton, Mr. St. Albyn, Miss Lowe, and 
Miss Rebecca Isaacs. Mr. Flexmore and 
Madame Auriol are engaged for ballet, and 
Miss Fanny Reeves for burlesque. 


STANDARD. 


A new drama called The Baltic Fleet 
followed by the classical Groupings of Ma- 
dame Wharton and her troup of twenty 
artists ; the wonderful displays of the Air 
Divers, and the broad humour of H. Wid- 
dicomb, the low comedian of the Surrey 
Theatre, in a popular farce, concludes an 
excellent night’s entertatnment. 

ROYAL GRECIAN. 

The Whitsuntide novelty here, and 
which has been for some time past in active 
at ration, is an adaption from the French 

y Mr. E. Suter, and is called Henry the 
Witless; or, Lite’s Cloud and Sunshine. 
The original La Bete du bon Diew, has for 
some time been played with immense suc- 
cess at the Porte St. Martin, in Paris. A 
new badlet divertissement produced, arranged 
and got up under the direction of Mrs. 
Conquest, and in which all the choregra- 
phic abilities of her talented troupe of pu- 
pils are brought into requisition, The 
theatre is full every night. 





VAUXHALL, 


These gardens opened for the season on 
Wednesday last. The entertainments are of 
the same character as those of former sea- 
sons, In the circus there was a display of 
most excellent horsemanship, by an eques. 
trian éroupe, from the cirque Napoleon, in- 
eluding Madlle. Angele, who went through 
the performances of the Aaute ecole with 
much gracefulness. Madlle. Berg Zame- 
sou, and Her Klall were also mnch admired 


as also the feats of balancing by the Brothers 
Russelli and several other artistes. The 
vocal department includes the names of Mr. 
S, Cowell, Mr. G. Hodson, Mr. J. W. 
Sharpe, and the Tyrolese minstrels, who 
gave much satisfaction by their singing of 
very pretty swiss airs. The chief attraction 
however is the very beautiful panoramic 
painting by Mr. Dalby, showing the pro- 
gress of the British fleet in the Baltic, and 
terminating with a magnificent representa- 
tion of Constradt. There is also near the 
entrance of the gardens a very admirable 
scenic representation of the Balkan Pass; 
painted by Mr. Quick, with several other 
views effectively dispersed about the gardens 
The Storming of the temple of Rangoon 
concludes the amusements. Each evening 
the descent of Mons, Leteur in his newl 
constructed parachute, which, by the aid of 
machinery, heis enabled to steer in the air. 
The balloon in which the parachute is taken 
up is also constructed upon novel principles, 
it is the property of M. Godard, the cele- 
brated French aeronaut ; it is an astounding 
daring feat. 
CREMORNE. 

On Monday these delightful gardens 
commenced the amusements for theteason. 
The improvements which have from year 
to year been effected in them are surpassed 
by those made within the last eight months. 
The floricultural portion has been greatly 
enlarged, every available spot bas been 
ornamented, and the principal parterres 
arranged according to the uniform artistic 
plan, under the superintendence ofan emi- 
nent landscape gardener. Numerous pieces 
of sculptural art adorn the walks and ave- 





nues, and render a stroll through the 
gardens really delightful, without calling 
in the aid of those varied amusements 
which are nightly presented there to the 
visitors. Amongst the latter we may 
mention the vocal and instrumental concert 
conducted by the talented Bosisio; with 
a ballet, which for scenery, comic incident, 
and choregraphic talent, cannot be sur- 
paised in England; a cirque, boasting of 
some of the first equestrian talent in the 
world, and an exhibition of trained animals 
not to be equalled by any zoological col- 


lection in the kingdom. Our cricketing 





friends will be happy to hear that Ash- 
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burnham House has been taken by Mr. 
Simpson for the purpose of devoting the 
fine grounds to the noble game of cricket, 
and that a West Middlesex Club is being 
formed under the auspices of W. Denison, 
Esq., who will make the new ground their 
head quarters, 





GORRESPONDENCE. 





Musical.—Can you inform me where the celebrated Mrs. 
Billington —, ifat any theatre? Yes, at Covent Garden 
in the year 1786. 

J. B.—Mr. C. Young left the stage May, 1832. 
yet alive and we hope quite well. 

L. L—Go to the Soho Theatre and ask for Mr. Shirley, 
who is an admirable representative of Uld Men, and who 
will give youevery informativn. 

An Amateur.—1f youapply at the Soho, Cabinet Theatre, 
and 23, Rathbone Place, all three are to be engaged nightly 
with music, etc. 

G. L. S.—We answer, no, we cannot. 

The wotice of the “Hunchback,” atthe Cabinet, in 
our next. 

A Constant Subscriber.—In our next. 

B. W. W.—Is thanked. In our next. 

Pamela —The Grecian Saloon is in the City Road. The 
Victoria in Charles Street, Blackfriars Road, 

J. Clarke.—If you take in our Journa! as yonsay you do, 
you surely must have read four notices of the comic actors. 


He is 
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WEDNESDAY, June 7th, 1854. 
YOUNG TRAGEDY AND LIGHT 
COMEDY. 

These two departments of the histrionic 
art are generally undertaken by one and 
thesame performer. Marston and Hoskins 
of Sadler’s Wells, Walter Lacey and James 
Vining of the Princess's. Howe and 
Wigan may be deemed the leaders of this 
style at present, but none of theseare young 
men or new to the stage, and we wish now 
to glance at a few of those who really are 
“young” tragedians, on as well as off the 
stage — Robinson, Belton, Leslie, David 
Fisher, W. Farren and Leigh Murray are 





those we shall select. We are sorry that 
Robinson left Sadler’s Wells; he has not 
since that more raised his reputation in 
any degree. At the Lyceum theatre his 
only character was one he should never 
have accepted. Corin, in the extravaganza. 
At the Olympic he has appeared only in 
The Wrong Box, in a part wholly beneath 
him had he stuck to Sadler’s Wells he would 
soon have been the first performer in his 
line, but now his future career is question- 
able. Belton has at present no situation 
at all, and so far is worse off than Robin- 
son, but his recent engagement with Brooke 
has gone far to give him a permanent re- 
putation, which we hope he will soon have 
an opportunity of extending, he should 
be at the Marylebone, Leslie has not yet 
been a year in London but is already a 
favourite. Roderigo, his first effort was 
a great success. Lord Tinsel and other 
characters he — in soon made his 
name known. He is now at the Olympic, 
and is a valuable member of that capital 
company, but his presence is another proof 
that Robinson there is de trop, David 
Fisher is the last addition to the London 
stage, and a young actor of the highest 
promise, handsome, gentlemanly, intelli- 
gent; there is no doubt of his ultimately 
obtaining the high position of our first 
light comedian. W. Farren, we do not 
rank very high in the scale; his name is 
the great thing, and we think Henry ex- 
cellent in old men. We fancy Mr. Buck. 


stone might find a more efficient performer 
of young tragedy and light comedy than 
W. Farren, Jun., although we admit he 
improves. Come we now tol eigh Murray 
and here a pleasant task awaits the critic. 
Undoubtedly the handsomest man on the 
stage, we rather fancy he is one most in- 


telligent actor. From his first appearance 
in London as Sir Thomas Clifford to his 
last character as Sir Gervaise Rookwood, 
everything: he has undertaken has been 
played to perfection. His Claude Melnotte 
we say without hesitation, is the best ever 
seen upon the stage; his De Mauprat is 
far superior to Anderson, the original re- 
presentative. His Ford is second onl 

to Charles Kean and his Orlando to that 
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of Wigan. His Laertes is a most admi- 
rable performance and we suspect his 
Hamlet would be very fine. His charac- 
ters are so very numerous we must merely 
name a few more, Malcolm. in the King of 
the Commons, Dazale, London Assuranee, 
the Discarded Son, and Mare Antony. 
widely different characters but played with 
equal elegance and effect. In conclusion 
we must state that we consider Leigh 
Murray the most effective performer of 
young tragedy and light comedy that the 
English stage can boast. We had forgot 
Mr. Henry Betty, who ought to hold an 
elevated position on the stage from his 
elocution and standing in society, being an 
excellent linguist and a gentleman. His 
Hotspur, Macbeth, Hamlet and Claude 
Melnotte, being exceedingly clever and 
fine performances, and though last, not 
least, his Falconbridge being the best of 
the present day. 





PICKINCS FROM OUR LETTER BOX. 





(To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal.) 





ful: but I cannot help thinking that the 
piece was injured by the introduction of a 
rapid song, by Hood, “ The lost child.” The 
song, which is not in itself particularly good 
was not particularly well sung by Mr. Rob- 
son, who is not gifted with that power of 
distinct artienI-tion so remarkablein Charles 
Mathews and Albert Smith. 

The character of Toby Tramp is one 
which severely takes the physical powers of 
the performer, and this long and rapid song, 
coming at the end of a laborious scene, Was 
very trying to Mr. Robson. And his heat 
and fatigue were painfully visible. 

Added to which, it interfered with the 
action of the farce, which would run much 
better by its omission. 

I am, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


A SUBSCRIBER. 





THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND 
TABLE. 
(To the E-hitor of the Theatrical Journal. ) 


Str.—Mr. Planche’s name has long been 
familiar with plavgoers and playactors, as 
the inexhaustible bottle of burlesque ; but a 


Srr,—I saw some days since, a notice in | five act drama from his pen is a novelty and 


one of the papers regretting the declension | 


of Dramatic Literature; sir, in what way 


has it declined ? have we not living authors | 


in every department of dramatic literature. 
In tragedy have we not Marston, Lovell, 
Bulwer, etc , in comedy, Bourcicault, Jerrold 
the Brs. Broughs Tom Parry, and fifty others 
In melo-drama we have Buckstone, T. Taylor 
Chas, Reade, Daly, Thompson, and Towns- 
end. In farce we have the Mortons, Selby, 
B. Bernard, J. T. Searle, T. Taylor, R. 
Brough, not to mention such small fry as 
T. V Bridgeman, Wooler, F. D. Collis, R. 
P. Johnson, Simerset, and many more. In 
burlesque we, too, havethe Broughs, Collis, 
Talfourd, Planche, &c. In fact sir, we. 
haye no lack of authors, if we except tragedy 
and high stilled comedy. 
I am, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


CHARLES DURNFORD. 





(To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. ) 

Srr,—The Mummy, revived on Monday 
last at the Olympic, was, thanks to the ex- 
cellent acting of Mr. Robson, quite suecess- 





one which the merited-snecess of the above 
named piece justifies us in wishing to see re- 
peated. It isa genuine Haymarket drama 

of the sword and ruffle and three cornered 
hat sort. Mr. Planche has done the stage 

a positive service, for latterly a five act play 
has been rather a subject for “chaff,” than 
anything else; but all through these five 
acts (and long ones too) the interest never 

flags for a moment, andif ** Laugh and grow 

fat” be a true saying, the Haymarket 
audiences will get ‘ corporations’’ worthy 

of the City of London its If with laughing 

at the eccentricities of Compton and “ Buck- 
stone,” The production of a good and 

original “play is no every day event, Your 
humble servant was among the audience at 
the first representation of the Knights of 
the Round Table, and contributed his share 
of applause with heartfelt satisfaction. To 
those who are not fortunate enough to carry 
their passport in their face, I say come out 
and encourage native talent in the person of 
Buckstone and company, not omitting to 
stop for the voyage round the globe and 
charming Miss Featherstone who is alone 
worth the money, though for my part, I say 
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with Tommy Traddles “ the smell ofa the- | 
atre is cheap at the money.” | will conclude 
with the famous old toast ‘* Here’s Luck ” 
to you Mr. Editor and Messrs. Buckstone 
and Planche. 

PEG WOFFINGTON. 





FALSE NAMES AND THE LONDON 
ACTRESSES. 
(To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. ) 


S1zx.—The industry with which scandal 
is disseminated, induces me to enlighten 
the public on a matter which militates 
materially against the characters of some 
of our most respectable actresses. A false 
notion is prevaient in ‘the profession,” 
that a lady being married is likely to be 
disadvantageous to her with the public ; 
thus it is that so many retain their maiden 
name, or else assume a nom de genne. 

‘The consequence of this egregious error 
is often fatal toa lady’s character, and I 
have heard remarks made in our Theatres 
which nothing could have justified had but 
the lady’s genuine name have been inserted 
in the bills. 

The following is a list of real and as- 
sumed names which | trust will serve to 
dispel any hitherto faiicious opinions: — 

‘The list may be reiied on as correct, but 
is any thing but complete, being merely 
jotted down as my memory served me, 

Assumed. Real. 
Miss Cooper Mrs. Lacy 
Miss Fanny Vining __,, C. Giil 
Miss P, Horton » I. G, Reed 
Madame Auniol Flexmore 
Miss K, ‘Travers Married 
Miss F., Marston UO. Summers 
Madame Vestris C. Mathews 
Miss Fanny Keeves Hodson 





dL. Montague Compton 
Miss Whyndam A Mrs.— 
Miss H. Faucit A Mrs,— 
Miss Lowe », Henry Drayton 
I am sir, 
Obediently, yours, 
AN AGED ACTOR. 





PROVINCIALS. 





MANCHESTER, Theatre Royal—Miss Glynn 
after a most successful career this lady termi- 
nates her engagement at this house and bids us 


her golden opinions whichyshe has fairly won 
from all classes. 

Queen’s Theatre —Mr. Egan re-opened this 
theatre for the summer season, on Saturday last, 
with a new drama called Gin and Water, which 
was received with acclamations of delight by a 
numerous audienve. We noticed many old and 
favourite faces amongst the company, including 
Mr. G. Preston, who on his appearance received 
such a welcome as we have not witnessed for 
many aday. Mr. and Mrs. Egan were also 
loudly cheered on their entree. Great things 
are promised during the season, amongst whom 
we may mention the names of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Dillon, and Mr. G. V. Brooke; we sin- 
cerély hope the season may be a successful one. 

WoRcESTER.—On Monday last Miss Fitz- 
patrick made her appearance on the boards of 
this theatre as Constance, in the Love Chase, 
and gave much satisfaction by her truthful and 
clever impersonation. She has also enacted 
during the week Letitia Hardy, in The Belle’s 
Stratagem, and Lady Teaze, in The School for 
Scandal. 

DoncastTER.—Mr. Pablo Fangue’s equestria® 
troupe visited this town on Friday and Saturday, 
and gave some interesting performances, which 
were well patronized. 

High Wycombe. —Macarte’s company of 
equestrians gave two performances in this town 
on Friday last, which were well attended. 

NewesstTLe.--At the Circus Royal a host of 
equestrian novelties wero produced by Mr, James 
Cooke, on Friday and Saturday iast, concluding 
with The Carnival of Venice. To-morrow 
(Monday) the performances will commence with 
a grand entree, entitled The War Maids of 
Sparta and the Warriors of Thessaly, to be fol- 
lowed by Dick Turpin’s Ride to York. 
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MADLLE. LovIsE CHRISTINE, the harpist, 
had the honour of playing the harp to her Grace 
the Duchess of Wellington on Tuesday last. 

Mr. G. V. BRooke’s Bust IN MARBLE, by 
Mr. Frank Tussaud, Jun. We have been fa- 
voured by a view of this exquisite work of art, 
by the above young artist, who has shown re- 
markable skill and judgment in the delineation 
of the features and expression of the countenance 
of this great tragedian ; every feature may be 
traced by those who know him and the profile is 
wonderfully striking ; as to the likeness, the re- 
semblance is so correct, any person who hus seen 
him in the character of Virginius on the instant 
recognizes the man,the features being so strongly 
marked; as a work of art to those who are 
judges of the execution of the chisel, will at once 

ronounce it to be a splendid specimen of taste- 

1 workmanship. We understand orders have 
been given by several noblemen and no less than 
six busts are in a state of completion, for the 





farewell, at the close of this week, leaving behind 


United States and elsewheres. 
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EFrFrcTs OF THE DeRBY.—A large con- 
course of persons assembled at the Mechanie’s 
Institution on Wednesday evening last, about 8 
o’clock to hear Mr. Phelps read the Merchant of 
Venice. Half-past 8 arrived, place crammed, 
no lecturer. Nine struck, still no Shakesperian 
Reader, place, if possible, more crammed—rat- 
tling of boot and shoe heels. Quarter past nine, 
noise rapidly increasing—cries of ‘ where’s 
Phelps,” ““ We’re not to be gammoned,” “ Dub 
up the tanners,”’ but still no lecturer. The 
uproar now was terrific—the door opened, and lo, 
the ‘Tragedian of the North of London appeared, 
stepped to the centre of the platform, and amidst 
a vast array of “goosing” said, ladies and 
gentlemen, ‘I really am not in a fit state to 
read to night, “ I’ve been to the Derby.” 

Mr. H. Wtppicoms the popular comedian of 
the Surrey, appears at the Standard this week. 

Mozarts Magic Flute will be the next novelty 
at Drury Lane. 

Woman and her Master is already playing at 
the Standard, and his about being produced at 
all the East-end houses. 

It may be seen by our advertising columns, 
that on Monday next, the celebrated Pelham, 
(not Pell as before stated,) makes his first ap- 
pearance at Sadler’s Wells, after an absence of 
eleven years, in an entire new piece, written by 
himself and which is stated to be highly enter- 
taining. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


and capable of containing 800 persons, is now to be let nightly 
for Dramatic Verformances, Concerts, Lectures, &c.— 
Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of making the Stage their 
profession, will here ind every facility for acquiring the 
necessary qualifications ; in short this estavlishment sup~ 
plies a long louked for desideratum, and is the only recog- 
nized DRAMATIC SCHOOL in the metropolis. INsTKUCTION 
given in Elocution and Action, Fencing, Stage Art, and 
every informati.n connected with the ‘theatrical Profession. 
‘Terms may be obtained at the Ufhce of ihe ‘Lheatre, which 
is open daily from 11 to 4, or in the Cofive Koom, from 6 
to 1. o'clock, where may be seen casts of the various plays 
in prepuration. 





ONDON MECHANIC’S INSTITULION,— Drawing 

4 Room Euntertaimment.—On Friday, June 9th, 1854, 
on which occasion will be presented Bulwer's Comedy of 
MON?’ Y. Si: Johu vesey, Bart. Mr. W. Kught, Sir 
Frederick Blount, Mr. ti. Donaldson, Bevjamin Stout, 
Ksq., M.P. Mr Heury Mitchell, Graves, Mr. Ldwin West, 
Evelyn, Mr. Jeseph Upton, Captain Dudley Smvvoth, Mr. 
Moore, Lady franklin, Mrs. Lioilana, Georgina Vesey 
Miss S. Baddeley, Clara Douglas, Miss Marlborough. ‘lo 
conclude with Seiby’s 1arce BOOTS ALT TH SWAN, 
Jacob Earwig, Mr. KE. Davies.. Mr. Charles Collard Kuight 
wil. preside at the Pianoorte. Doors open at 7, commence 
at half-past 7 precisely. Admission 1s. Reserved seats, 2s, 





\VHEATRE ROYAL, SADLER’S WELLS §go THE 
REAL NIGGER. ‘he Public in generul are 
most respectiully iniormed that an Engagement has been 
entered into with Mr. R. W. PELHAM, from America, the 
originator of Ethiopian Concerts, the frst person in Kngland 
Ireland, Scotland, or America, that introduced a band of 
Sereuaders betore the public, and the author of upwards of 
One Hundred Negro Melodies, now so popular in Lurope 
and America; who wiil make his first appearance at this 
theaire the.e ten years) on Monday next, June ]2th, and 
evening during the week, as SAMBO-HI1-"EM-HARD, 1n his 
original piece, entitled the ‘“‘ Masquerade Ball,” , 





- HE CITY Cheap and Expeditious Printing Office, 

at W. COLEMAN'S, 186, Upper Thames Sireet, City 
Near Southwark Bridge. Auctioneer's Posting Biils, Parucu~- 
lars and Catalogues, &c., on moderate terms and with des- 
paich. Hand-bills and Circulars, on the shortest notice. 
Tradesmau's Cards, Invoices, Checks and Headings. 





ADAME TUSSAUD'S. — COURT DRESSES. A 
magnificent selection of Ladies’ Court Dresses, a 
real treat to the admirers of costume are now added to 
MADAME TUSSAUD and SONS’ EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman Square. ‘“ ‘the Best ex- 
hibition in the metropolis,"—the Times —Admission 1s. : 
Napoleon Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 1) tili 
10. Winter—11 to dusk; Evening,7 till 10 at Night. 





ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. Now 
open for the Summer Season, Open every evening at 
half-past eight o’clock—the band commence playing at nine 
and continues, without quitting the orchestra, until twelve 
o'clock, the usual interval between the first and second 
parts of the programme being discontinued. These very 
popular and splendid rooms comprises the “largest” and 
** best Ball Room” in London. Splendid Subscription Room 
mest elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar 
Divan, and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, 
Coffee, and Xefreshment Rooms fitted up in a superior style. 
153 immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at 
all points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps presents a ‘coup 
d’wil’ of unparelled splendour, luxury, elegance, and re- 
finement. Mr. W. M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly avaried selection ofthe most favourite music 
of the day, including the ‘ Vilisins’ ” “Isola,’’ ‘ Bella,” 
“ Czarina,” and * Corbeille D’aranges” Quadrilles. Tne 
‘*Mario.” ‘Le Carilloneurde Bruges,” ‘* Violante,” and 
“Stella” Waltzes. ‘ Our British Queen,” “ Flora: Fete,’ 
** Rochester” and “ Dig, Dig, Dig,” Polkas. The * Artil- 
lery Close of the Ball” “lying,” and Jack-a-Lan- 
tern ye &c. Doors open at half-past Eight o'clock 
and close at Twelve. Admission ls. 





OYAL SOHO THEATRE.—(Late Miss Kelly’s.)— 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain.—Lessee. Mr. 
Mowbray-—Manager, Mr. W. Shirley.—This elegant thea- 


_tre, magnificently decorated, complete in every department 





Pamphlets, &c. Printing forthe Trade. 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession, Ap- 

plications to be made at his residence, 24, Mydaleton-square 
References to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 





\O AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—THE MULTUM 
IN PARVO, 29, RATHBONE PLACE, OXFORD STREET 
The above elegant private theatre, having been entirely 
re-modeled, is now replete with every convemience necessary 
for the practice of the Dramatic Art, inciuding Scenery, 
properties, dresses, &c., and may be hired by the night or 
otherwise, at extremely moderate terms, on application to 
Mr. JOUNAUX, proprietor, 29, Rathbone Place, Uxford-st. 
N,.B.—Drwmatic Classes are forming. Casts of the —_ 
in preparation may be seen in the Green Room at any hour. 
‘he band of the above establishment mvy be hired tor 
theatres, concerts &c. on the most moderate terms. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Three Months.,... «+++ ...One Shilling. 
Si .Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months ........«++-...Four Shilungs. 


Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, tor the Pruprietor, 
W. Bestow, 19, Upper Cummings Street, Pentonviue, 
where all commuuications are to be sent: and Svid | 
J. Alien, Warwick-lane ; Harris, Blackiriar’s-road; Gil- 
bert, Paternoster Row; Shaw and Wilson, 7, bridges 
Street, Covent Garden; and all Booksellers and News- 
vendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Hlace, 
Liverpool. To be had, by order, in uny of the Provincial 
Towns. 









London: Printed by W. COLEMAN. 186, U; Thames 
Street, in the City of London, Wr 
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